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SUPREME COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

AUSTIN CORNELIUS, an 
individual,  

                                  Petitioner, 

v. 

WASHINGTON STATE 
UNIVERSITY, a public 
university,  

                               Respondent, 

and 

ALPHA KAPPA LAMBDA, a 
national organization, ETA 
CHAPTER OF ALPHA 
KAPPA LAMBDA, a 
Washington corporation d/b/a/ 
ALPHA KAPPA LAMBDA, 
and ETA OF ALPHA KAPPA 
LAMBDA, a Washington 
corporation,  

Defendants.

No. 103961-1 

AMENDED  
STATEMENT OF 
ADDITIONAL 
AUTHORITIES 

Once again, WSU has been compelled to discipline 

fraternities for hazing activities similar to those experienced by 

Austin Cornelius.  WSU’s present efforts to curb fraternity hazing 
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continue to fail, unless this Court grants review and recognizes a 

duty of care owed by institutions like WSU to students in 

fraternities.   

In determining whether a duty exists, this Court assesses 

“mixed considerations of logic, common sense, justice, policy, 

and precedent.”  Stalter v. State, 151 Wn.2d 148, 155, 86 P.3d 

1159 (2004).  In this broad-ranging inquiry, the question of duty 

“is to be answered generally, without reference to the facts or 

parties in a particular case in part by taking note of ‘legislative 

facts’—social, economic, and scientific facts that simply supply 

premises in the process of legal reasoning.”  Estate of Templeton 

v. Daffern, 98 Wn. App. 677, 687, 990 P.3d 968 (2000) (cleaned 

up).  Appellate courts take judicial notice under ER 201 of 

legislative facts of the sort provided in this submission, i.e. social 

facts.  Wyman v. Wallace, 94 Wn.2d 99, 102-03, 615 P.2d 452 

(1980); Center for Biological Diversity v. Dep’t of Fish & 

Wildlife, 14 Wn. App. 2d 945, 963, 474 P.3d 1107 (2020). 
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This document contains 194 words, excluding the parts of 

the document exempted from the word count by RAP 18.17. 

DATED this 17th day of April, 2025. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Philip A. Talmadge  
Philip A. Talmadge, WSBA #6973 
Talmadge/Fitzpatrick 
2775 Harbor Avenue SW 
Third Floor, Suite C 
Seattle, WA 98126 
(206) 574-6661 

John R. Connelly, Jr., WSBA #12183 
Samuel J. Daheim, WSBA #52746 
Connelly Law Offices, PLLC 
2301 North 30th Street 
Tacoma, WA 98403 
(253) 593-5100 

Jay H. Krulewitch, WSBA #17612 
Jay H. Krulewitch Attorney at Law 
PO Box 33546 
Seattle, WA 98133-0546 
(206) 223-0828 

Attorneys for Petitioner 
Austin Cornelius 
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